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2022 Senior Banner Project Underway
By: Betty Lee
As you drive through the town of
Clay in the spring, I am sure you
have noticed the banners proudly
showing the seniors of Clay County High School for that graduating
year. Organizing and installing the
banners is no small task, and donations are now being accepted to
ensure each senior gets a banner to
congratulate their success.
Michelle Casto has set up an account at Clay County Bank under
Michelle Casto - Senior Banners,
if you would like to donate to this
cause. You can also mail checks

to P.O. Box 23, Widen WV, 25211
with the senior’s name. Formal
pictures that were taken by the
school will be used on the banners.
The price per banner is $60, and
the last day to order will be February 2, 2022 and NO late orders
will be accepted. Contact Michelle

Casto with any questions or concerns.
Look for your favorite senior being recognized from April through
June 2022 as you drive through
town. Congratulations to the Clay
County High School graduating
class of 2022!
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Clay County EMT
Employee of the
Month - Lindsay Kise

Elk Conservation
District Plant & Tree
Sale Begins

Local Students
Named to West
Virginia Wesleyan
College’s Dean’s list

The Elk Conservation District
is conducting their annual plant
and tree sale of the following
items as a service to the residents of Braxton, Clay, Nicholas
and Webster counties: Cortland,
Crimson Crisp, Golden Delicious,
Granny Smith, Honeycrisp, and
Yellow Transparent Apple trees;
Jubileum Cherry trees; John
Boy and Red Haven Peach trees;
Potomac and Shenandoah Pear
trees; Methley and Victory Plum
trees; Arapaho Blackberry plants;
Heritage (Red) and Jewel (Black)

West Virginia Wesleyan College
has named Emilee Butcher of Lizemores, Kylie Carter of Duck, and
Rielly Taylor of Clay to the College’s Dean’s list for Fall 2021.
Students named to the Dean’s list
have achieved a grade point average
of 3.5 or above for the Fall 2021 semester with no incomplete grades.

Raspberry plants; Ozark Beauty
Strawberry plants; Blue Ray and
Jersey Blueberry plants.
Quantities are limited and
will be sold on a ﬁrst-come ﬁrstserved basis. Please call the ECD
oﬃce at 304-765-2535 or email
ecd@wvca.us to obtain an order
form. Order deadline is March
15, 2022, and pick up will be
Wednesday and Thursday, March
30 and 31, 2022 at the locations
designated on the order forms.
There will be a pick-up location
in each county

Clay County High School places
first in WVABCA Contest
Approximately 325 students from
30 diﬀerent high schools and middle
schools across the state submitted 47
video entries for the West Virginia
Alcohol Beverage Control Administration’s (WVABCA) 9th annual NO
School Spirits PSA contest.
The NO School Spirits PSA contest is an educational program designed to prevent underage drinking by allowing students to create
videos that highlight the dangers of
underage alcohol consumption such
as drinking and driving, alcohol

0

poisoning, and even poor academic
and athletic performance. WVABCA Commission Fred Wooton said,
“Engaging our youth in a program to
prevent underage drinking can be an
eﬀective way to save lives.”
The WVABCA is pleased to announce the winners of this year’s
contest:
First Place – Clay County High
School, $5,000
Second Place – Lewis County
High School, $2,500
Third Place – Shady Springs High

School, $1,000
Fourth Place – Tolsia High School,
$750
Fifth Place – Tyler Consolidated
High School, $750
Prize money must be used for a
school sanctioned activity or equipment. Funding for the contest is provided by State Farm, the National
Alcohol Beverage Control Association, the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility, and the
Governor’s Highway Safety Program.

Lindsey Kise

By: Betty Lee
It takes a special person to be able to respond to
an emergency in seconds, often putting all feelings
aside to assist in times of tragedies and making life
saving decisions. These people work tiredly in some
diﬃcult situations, yet some of the most compassionate and loving people you will have the chance
to meet. Everyday an EMT leaves their homes and
families, not knowing what the day will hold.
This profession is not for the faint of heart as it
carries long hours, stressful scenarios, and being
there for some of the worst days that a family can
endure. Being put in situations that would shock
and terrify most, yet with the highest level of professionalism, all while keeping their own emotions
in check is no easy task. It is not a requirement to
put away the pain, hurt, doubts, confusion, and anger, but it is an EMT’s responsibility to do the job to
the best of their ability.
Emergency response workers don’t go unnoticed, although sometimes the job may get the best
of them, they are needed and valued for their time
and quick judgements. Recognizing one of Clay
County’s Finest, Lindsay Kise is Clay County EMT
Employee of the month. Lindsay has been with Clay
EMS for one year, and worked in this ﬁeld for 11
years, being a certiﬁed EMT for 9 years. Congratulations, and thank you for serving Clay County.

West Virginia to Receive $506.6M for Bridge Investments
More than $27 billion to states and tribal transportation facilities to fix an estimated 15,000 bridges nationwide
The U.S. Department of Transportation
has launched the historic Bridge Replacement, Rehabilitation, Preservation, Protection, and Construction Program (Bridge
Formula Program), made possible by
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law. The program, to be administered by
the Federal Highway Administration, represents the single largest dedicated bridge
investment since the construction of the interstate highway system – providing $26.5
billion to states, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico over ﬁve years and $825
million for Tribal transportation facilities.
The total amount that will be available to
states, D.C. and Puerto Rico in Fiscal Year
2022 is $5.3 billion along with $165 million for tribes. The FHWA also published
initial guidance on the new program.
West Virginia will receive $506.6 million under the new program to address
highway bridge needs. The funding will
help improve the condition of about 1,545
bridges in poor condition and to preserve
and improve nearly 4,000 bridges in fair
condition in the state.
“The Biden-Harris Administration is
thrilled to launch this program to ﬁx thousands of bridges across the country – the
single largest dedicated bridge investment
since the construction of the Interstate
highway system,” said U.S. Transportation
Secretary Pete Buttigieg. “Modernizing
America’s bridges will help improve safety, support economic growth, and make
people’s lives better in every part of the
country – across rural, suburban, urban,
and tribal communities.”
“This record amount of funding, made
possible by the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law, will allow states and tribal govern-

ments to ﬁx the bridges most in need of
repair,” Deputy Federal Highway Administrator Stephanie Pollack said. “It will also
modernize bridges to withstand the eﬀects
of climate change and to make them safer for all users, including cyclists and pedestrians. Every state has bridges in poor
condition and in need of repair, including
bridges with weight restrictions that may
force lengthy detours for travelers, school
buses, ﬁrst responders or trucks carrying
freight,” she added.
Nationwide, the Bridge Formula Program is expected to help repair approximately 15,000 bridges. In addition to
providing funds to states to replace, rehabilitate, preserve, protect, and construct
highway bridges, the Bridge Formula
Program has dedicated funding for Tribal
transportation facility bridges as well as
“oﬀ-system” bridges, locally owned facilities which are those not on the federal-aid
highway system.
“I have been a long-time champion of
additional resources to address West Virginia’s bridges,” Senator Shelly Moore
Capito said. “I am proud to have led eﬀorts
to address the signiﬁcant need in West Virginia and nationwide. Today’s announcement is great news for West Virginia and
will provide states not only with historic
formula funding for bridges, but also the
long-term certainty they need to plan and
complete projects.”
“West Virginia’s bridges, roads and
highways are among the worst in the nation, making tourism, business and everyday travel diﬃcult for all West Virginians.
In particular, our state has the highest percentage of bridges in poor condition in the
country. Without considerable investment
now, that number could jump signiﬁcantly, representing a safety hazard for West
Virginians. When we negotiated the bipar-

tisan Infrastructure, Investment and Jobs
Act, I fought tirelessly to ensure that rural
states like West Virginia got our fair share
of the funds. Because of my eﬀorts, West
Virginia will receive $506 million over the
next ﬁve years to address our crumbling
bridges to ensure that every West Virginian
is driving on safe roads, bridges and highways in the Mountain State,” Senator Joe
Manchin said.
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law includes an incentive for states to direct
the new Bridge Formula Program funds
to oﬀ-system bridges owned by a county,
city, town or other local agency. While
states generally must match federal funding with up to 20 percent state or local
funding, the guidance issued today notes
that federal funds can be used for 100
percent of the cost of repairing or reha-

bilitating such locally owned oﬀ-system
bridges. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
is a once-in-a-generation investment in
infrastructure, which will grow the economy, enhance U.S. competitiveness in the
world, create good jobs, and make our
transportation system more sustainable
and equitable. Speciﬁc to the FHWA, the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law provides
more than $350 billion over ﬁve ﬁscal
years for surface transportation programs.
FHWA released the ﬁrst tranche of
Bridge Formula Program funding to
states for Fiscal Year 2022 in addition
to the program guidance. For a map of
bridges, please see https://infobridge.
fhwa.dot.gov/ and USDOT Bridge Formula Program Funding and Condition by
State. Here is State-by-state BFP funding
Fiscal Years 2022-2026.

Panthers place second at Lewis County

“Spike” Morris dominated the heavyweight bracket.
Photo by Allen Hamrick

See Story on Page 10
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central regional jail – 01.27.22
BRAXTON COUNTY

Tuesday, February 8, 2022
Docket Schedule for Magistrate:
Rider, Charles “Jeﬀ:”
•

Bridgette Jayne Bender
Booked 1/22/22
Possession with intent, conspiracy to commit a felony

Christopher Matthew
Blake
Booked 1/19/22
Family court capias

Jerry Ray Hart

Rylan Thomas Johnson

Booked 1/22/22
Conspiracy to commit a felony, possession with intent

Booked 1/21/22
Probation violation

•

•
BRAXTON COUNTY

CLAY COUNTY
•

•
•
•
Anthony Marino Paletti

Melissa Sue Thompson

Ivan Edward Bickford

Carlos Lee Gray Jr.

Booked 1/23/22
Conspiracy to commit a felony, possession with intent

Booked 1/23/22
Conspiracy to commit a felony, possession with intent

Booked 1/20/22
No insurance

Booked 1/19/22
Destruction of property, bond
revocation, court order, violation of protective order

•

•

NICHOLAS COUNTY

•

Misty Dawn Dixon

Larry Steven Foster

Daniel Kevin McKinney

Charles Andrew Rose

Booked 1/18/22
Capias

Booked 1/22/22
DVP violation

Booked 1/21/22
Domestic assault, domestic
battery

Booked 1/22/22
Wanton endangerment

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Bruce Wayne Workman
Booked 1/22/22
Grand larceny

•

09:00 AM, State v. Carlos Lee Gray Jr.,
Bench Trial, Driving under the inﬂuence w/
an alcohol concentration in blood, driving
while license is suspended or revoked, vehicles must stop at through highways
10:00 AM, State v. Tracy Jarrett Pritt, Probation Revocation and Contempt, No person shall engage in the open burning of
waste tires
10:30 AM, State v. Austin Levi Johnson,
Bench Trial, Petit larceny
11:00 AM, State v. Gary Lee Ramsey,
Bench Trial, Knowingly or intentionally
possession a controlled substance without
a valid prescription
11:30 AM, State v. Hope Robinson, Bench
Trial, Obstructing oﬃcer
01:00 PM, State v. Madison Dawn Boggs,
Bench Trial, Battery
01:30 PM, State v. Larry Ray Patton, Bench
Trial, Driving while license revoked, acts
prohibited by operator (<18 years, no helmet)
01:30 PM, State v. Larry Ray Patton, Bench
Trial, No insurance, failure to produce operators
02:00 PM, State v. Gary Wayne Schoolcraft, Pre-Trial Hearing, Battery on government employee and/or medical personnel
(x3), Obstructing an oﬃcer (x3)
03:15 PM, State v. Roy Timothy Edkin,
Bench Trial, Persons prohibited from possessing ﬁrearms (x2), no person may drive
a motor vehicle upon a street without a valid
driver’s license, operation of vehicles without evidences of registration, no vehicle insurance, operation without certiﬁcation of
inspection or failure to produce certiﬁcate
03:30 PM, State v. Kayla Beth Morris,
Bench Trial, No insurance, driving while
license suspended or revoked

Get Your Social Security Beneﬁt Statement
By Lisa Haney, Social Security Manager in Clarksburg,
WV
We’ve made getting your annual Beneﬁt Statement even
easier. The Beneﬁt Statement,
also known as the SSA-1099 or
the SSA-1042S, is a tax form
we mail each year in January to
people who receive Social Security beneﬁts. It shows the total
amount of beneﬁts you received
from us in the previous year.
You can use this information
when you ﬁle your tax return, as
it shows how much Social Security income to report to the Internal Revenue Service.
If you live in the United States

and you need a replacement
SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S, go
online to get your instant, printable replacement form using
your personal my Social Security
account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. Look for your replacement SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S
for the previous tax year in your
personal account after February
1.
If you don’t have access to a
printer, you can save the document to your computer or email
it to yourself. If you don’t have
a My Social Security account,
creating one is very easy to do
and usually takes less than 10
minutes.

Fire safety reminders- lessons
learned from recent tragedies
Dozens of lives have been lost in the
past few weeks from ﬁres in residential
housing throughout the nation. In their
wake, teachable moments arise: the State
Fire Marshal’s Oﬃce wants to remind
the public that they can protect themselves from such ﬁres.
The most recent tragedy occurred in
the Bronx, New York, where 17 died including eight children. This ﬁre began
on the third ﬂoor of a high-rise apartment building, allegedly caused by a
malfunctioning space heater. Smoke and
ﬂames traveled throughout the building
and ultimately killed people on multiple
ﬂoors, including ﬁve people on the 19th
ﬂoor.
This followed another tragedy earlier this month in Philadelphia. The 12
lives lost again included eight children.
The ﬁre began in a row house, when a
Christmas tree was allegedly ignited by
someone using a lighter. It traveled to
adjacent row housing, resulting in additional deaths.
These tragedies were preventable, and
provide stark lessons to be learned from:
Portable heating and cooking appliances must be maintained and checked
to ensure they remain in proper working
condition. Where extension cords are
used, they cannot be frayed or damaged.
Proper ﬁre protection equipment, such
as ﬁre door assemblies with self-closing
devices; smoke alarms; carbon monoxide alarms; and ﬁre alarm and automatic
sprinkler systems where required, must be
inspected, tested, and properly maintained.
Now is the time to develop, discuss,
and practice a ﬁre escape plans to ensure

familiarity within your residence, and review such plans in place for rented and
leased property.
Igniting devices such as lighters and
matches must be kept out of the reach of
children, and caution and oversight used
in situations that allow children to use
such items.
Seek out local programs that can assist
with ﬁre safety materials, such as smoke
and carbon monoxide alarms. There are
also tax incentives for the installation of
automatic sprinkler systems for select
types of buildings and occupancies (see
https://nfsa.org/2020/06/02/the-caresact-delivers-new-fire-sprinkler-tax-incentives/ for information on possible
incentives available in West Virginia and
throughout the nation).
As your State Fire Marshal, I commend you – the public, homeowners,
and landlords of apartment properties
as well as owners of high-rise buildings
properties - for the care and concern displayed in our state. To keep us all safe
from the tragedy of ﬁre, I invite those
who may have concerns or questions or
who seek solutions and remedies to these
to contact your local ﬁre department or
the Oﬃce of the State Fire Marshal for
assistance.
We hope all can learn from these tragic circumstances and loss of life. We express our care and concern for all West
Virginians and others who reside here to
remain vigilant in their pursuit to prevent
and stay safe from ﬁre.
Have a great day and be safe,
Kenneth Tyree, WV State Fire Marshal

And that’s not all you can do
with a personal account. If you
receive beneﬁts or have Medicare, your personal my Social
Security account is also the best
way to:
-Request a replacement Social
Security number card (in most
states and the District of Columbia).
-Get your beneﬁt veriﬁcation
letter.
-Check your beneﬁt and payment information.
-Change your address and
phone number.
-Change your direct deposit
information.
-Request a replacement Medi-

care card.
-Report your wages if you
work and receive Social Security
disability insurance or Supplemental Security Income beneﬁts.
If you’re a non-citizen who
lives outside of the United States
and you received or repaid Social
Security beneﬁts last year, we
will send you form SSA-1042S
in the mail. The forms SSA1099 and SSA-1042S are not
available for people who receive
Supplemental Security Income
beneﬁts.
If you don’t have a personal
my Social Security account, you
can create one today at www.ssa.
gov/myaccount.

Historic Low Unemployment
Numbers & Strong Job
Growth Show West Virginia is
Emerging Stronger
The West Virginia Chamber of
Commerce is celebrating another record-breaking month for unemployment rates in the state.
The unemployment rate for December came in at 3.7%, marking the
third month in a row the unemployment level has decreased.
Steve Roberts, President of the
West Virginia Chamber, said, “West
Virginia is emerging stronger and
these low employment numbers and
strong job growth numbers show that.
The recent accomplishments will
continue to push the Mountain State
toward a brighter future.”
As West Virginia continues to
grow, the Chamber’s vision is to have
a West Virginia where everyone has
an opportunity to live, work, thrive
and raise a family.
West Virginia Chamber members
are located in every county and employ more than half of the state’s
workforce. Most are small businesses
who want a healthier, more prosperous Mountain State.
The Chamber supports a modern
“21st Century” tax structure that
encourages job growth and capital
formation, providing every child a
world-class education, improving
infrastructure that allows for ease of

transportation and high-speed ﬁber
access for all areas of West Virginia, ensuring fairness and stability in
West Virginia’s courts, using West
Virginia’s vast natural resources responsibly, improving the health and
quality of life for all citizens and implementing best business practices in
government to guarantee eﬃciency
and optimal performance.
Chamber members believe that our
state must address issues that will
drive economic development, job
creation, and better education outcomes for our children.
Roberts continued, “These are the
goals of the West Virginia Chamber
of Commerce. With the momentum
of historic economic development,
coupled with strong job growth and
record-breaking low unemployment,
West Virginia is positioned for success.”
Roberts concluded, “With job
growth at nearly pre-pandemic levels, more than a billion in West Virginia’s rainy day fund and being on
track to exceed general revenue by
$700 million, our state is primed for
expansion.”
Find out more about how West Virginia is Emerging Stronger on wvchamber.com.
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A Foot of Snow
By Joseph J. Mazzella
“Doctors say men over
45 shouldn’t shovel snow
because of an increased
risk of heart attack,” the
morning news droned
from the television. “Well
that’s not good to hear,”
I said. I looked outside
at a foot of freshly fallen
snow as I put on my coat.
I didn’t have just a single
driveway to clear either. I
needed to shovel out paths
down my hill to my cars
and over to my daughter’s
house. I had two porches
to clear, two cars to clean
oﬀ, and two driveways to
shovel. I also needed to
shovel out a good spot for
our short-legged dogs to
pee and poop outside.
I sighed, zipped up my
coat and stepped outside.
The temperature was a
bone-biting 2 degrees
Fahrenheit and a brisk
breeze was blowing too.
I felt the icy air hit my
lungs and I licked my
chapped lips. I grabbed
my snow shovel and
bent down to shovel out
the ﬁrst path. I knew this
was going to take quite
a while and said a little
prayer that my 55 year
old back would hold out.
Bend, shovel, lift, drop
I went as I slowly worked

my way through the snow
and cleared out the paths,
porches, and driveways. I
stopped from time to time
to breathe in the cold air,
look around, and take in
the beauty of God’s winter wonderland. I went
inside only once to warm
my frozen ﬁngers and
switch to a thicker pair
of gloves. But then it was
back outside to ﬁnish the
job. It took well over an
hour to do it all. When I
was done I smiled and
watched my frozen breath
ﬂoat away. The good
news is that my heart beat
strong and didn’t attack
me at all. My back stayed
intact. And the only time I
did fall down was to make
a snow angel in the yard.
In this life we are constantly ﬂooded with fears
and scary news. Through
it all, though, it is good to
remember a few things.
God loves us! This is
God’s world. And we are
all here for a purpose. We
are here to Love. We are
here to help God save
this world. We are here
to cherish each and every
day we have, even if it
does involve shoveling a
foot of snow.

We would see Zeppelin?
I saw a “worship service” clip
where the band opened up with several of Led Zeppelin’s greatest hits.
They began with “Stairway to Heaven” because it said, Heaven? The setlist also included the bluesy “Black
Dog,” the perverse “Whole Lotta
of Love,” and “Ramble On” because nothing says Christianity like
a song about rambling. This is one
of the biggest religious assemblies
in the country and the clip was well
produced with professional lighting
and camera work. I did notice some
of the crowd just sitting there watching. What were they supposed to do?
Dance? Headbang? Are mosh pits
still a thing? I somehow doubt there
were many elderly saints in attendance. Unless they had an early “traditional” service where they played
“The Chattanooga Choo Choo” and
“The Pennsylvania Polka.”
Not only is the music not appropriate, but it also wasn’t that great.
It was oﬀensive both to Christians
and fans of Rock. They provided a

mediocre concert and an atrocious
religious service. Christ was not gloriﬁed, and the world wasn’t satisﬁed.
The leader (I’ll not call him a pastor) of this clown show is so middle
of the road, vanilla – he looks and
speaks like the CEO of a Fortune
500 company trying to “get real”
with the kids. So why were hundreds
and hundreds of people there? Because that mega-church has cornered
the market on a particular kind of
person. People who want to be spiritual, desire religion, and are looking
for someplace that can scratch that
itch, without the responsibilities that
come with authentic Christianity.
In John 12:20-21 some Grecian
men came to worship at the Passover feast, went to Phillip, and said,
«Sir, we would see Jesus.» These
men wanted to speak with Jesus and
learn of him, to be in his presence.
They knew if they wanted to be near
Christ, they could go to a disciple,
and he would point them the way.
A church service is designed for

the worship of Christ, for members
of Christ’s body. But the doors are
open because all are welcome and
it should be the place where, if anyone wanted to hear about Jesus, they
would see him there. When God’s
people gather, we echo the sentiments of the enquirers, and “we
would see Jesus.” We would hear
of him, worship him, sing praises to
him, and hear his Word. We would
see Jesus in the hymns. We would
see Jesus in the ordinances. Unto
Christ be glory in the church.
A cover band playing 50-year-old
rock and roll doesn’t lift up Christ.
It’s bait and switch. Draw people in with one thing and then sell
them on something else by oﬀering aging rockers a free concert on
Sunday morning and then hit them
with a sales pitch on the way out the
door. Churches ought not to copy
the world and certainly don’t copy
other religious assemblies copying
the world because they can draw a
crowd. Show the people Jesus.

What Did She Just Say?
Dr. James L. Snyder
To be honest, I don’t always hear
what I’m supposed to hear. I do
have ears, but sometimes they are
not working in such a way as to
beneﬁt me.
Often, The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage will talk to me
about something, and then at the
end of that, she will ask me a question of which I have no idea what
the answer would be. I did hear her
talking; I just did not hear what she
was saying.
That’s why I say, “Yes, dear,” to
knock her oﬀ her game, thinking
that I heard what she said.
Often, when I come home, as
soon as I come through the door,
she will say, “Did you stop and get
what I told you to get at the grocery
store?”
Now I’m in a situation where I
have to explain why I didn’t stop
and get what she wanted me to get.
I cannot let her know that I did not
hear her say that nor that I did not
remember what she said. So that, as
you well know, gets me into some
very serious problems, problems
that I certainly do not want to deal
with on any day of the week.
I must confess that when anybody, not just my wife, is talking
to me, I’m not 100% on target. So I
can get the gist of what you’re saying but I’m thinking of something

else or, I’m thinking of the answer
I’m going to give as soon as you
stop talking.
However, with the wife, it is an
entirely diﬀerent situation.
Not only do I need to hear what
she is saying, but I also need to understand what she is saying. That is
perhaps the most challenging aspect
of listening. I can hear, but I don’t
always understand what I am hearing.
It’s not that I am mentally challenged, but I just don’t go through
the proper thought process to the
point of understanding. And when
a wife is talking to her husband,
that thought process is greatly challenged, if you know what I mean?
Frequently she will say, “Are you
paying attention to me?”
One time, and only once, I said,
“I’m too poor to pay attention.”
That didn’t get me very far in that
situation. I think of it many times,
but I don’t speak it.
Paying attention is very expensive in many regards, but not paying attention is much more costly.
I’ve been trying to save up some
money recently so I can aﬀord to
pay attention to more things she is
saying.
I’ve researched this and discovered why I have this problem. According to my research, the average
woman speaks 20,000 words a day

while the average man only speaks
7,000 words a day. I’m not sure
where they come up with those ﬁgures but I think it’s pretty close to
the real thing.
I know the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage speaks more than
20,000 words a day, but I can only
handle 7,000 words. That means
two-thirds of what she says I do not
hear, which explains why I get in
trouble most of the time.
There has to be a way in which
she can come down with her speaking, and I can come up with my
hearing. I’m not quite sure how this
would work, but I’m thinking about
it.
In my thinking about this, I
thought maybe it would be a good
idea if the politicians would pass
a law limiting how many words a
person can speak each day. Then,
as I was thinking about this, politicians say ten times more words than
anybody in the world. So there is no
way they would do anything to curb
the speaking in our country.
The only qualiﬁcation for politicians is that they can speak faster
than they can think. But, of course,
the big challenge would be to ﬁnd
a politician who can actually think.
Then something happened recently that caught me oﬀ guard. I’m
not sure exactly what was going on
What cont. on page 10

“You sick? You should go see
Doc if you need some help.”
“Naw, I’m ﬁtter’n a fried egg,
Pard. But I wanted to see about
getting’ me one a-them honorary
degrees … you know, like ol’ Doc
did.”
Doc was recently honored by Jerry Hat Trick Junior College with an
honorary Associate in Arts degree
in Humanities. And they don’t even
teach humanities there, but Doc had
contributed to their new gym.
“How far’d you go in actual
school, Windy?”
“Oh, I got pretty high up into
high school there,” he said, “but my
grades wasn’t too pretty good, so I
quit and become a cowboy on ‘em.”
Steve stirred more sugar into his
cup. “Don’t know what to tell you.

An honorary degree isn’t something
you work for, you know. The school
usually looks around for someone
who has gone ‘way beyond the …
well, what’s expected of them. Not
sure how you’d do it. But this is
America, Windy. Americans don’t
quit. Americans ﬁgure out new
ways of doing things. Americans
usually need a coﬀee reﬁll.”
“I’ll take care of that,” Windy
said, “and I’ll work on that ‘way beyond American stuﬀ later, if it don’t
get too cold.”

Home Country
The Regents were the ﬁrst group to score a hit
with “Barbara Ann.” The Beach Boys later did a
cover version that reached #2 on the charts. In the
song, where did they meet Barbara Ann?
Answer to last week’s Trivia: In the late 1950’s,
Kenny Rogers was with a group called The Scholars. He was also a member of The New Christy
Minstrels (“Green Green”, “Today”). Most notably, he and several members of The New Christy
Minstrels left to form The First Edition.

Slim Randles
Steve pulled his pickup to the
curb in front of Windy Wilson’s
small house and started to stretch.
This has become more of a project
than it used to because there’s still
a lot of Steve to uncramp, and he’s
not as young as when it was easy.
“Come on in, Steve,” Windy
yelled. “Coﬀee’s on.”
Steve petted the dog, Ramses,
and then went to the kitchen table.
“Kinda wondering why you asked
me to come over, Windy. I mean,
heck, we talk to each other every
morning over coﬀee at the Mule
Barn.”
“This here’s gotta be a private
conversation, Steve,” Windy said,
pushing his hat back some as he sat.
“Need your advice.”

Brought to you by the horses
and other animals from their forever home at Masleña Rescue.
Help feed one or two at www.
masleñarf.org.

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
+PIO()VCCBSE %%4t3#SPPLT-FHH +S %%4
,ŽŶŽƌŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞƐŽĨtĞƐƚsŝƌŐŝŶŝĂhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ^ĐŚŽŽůŽĨĞŶƟƐƚƌǇ
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

4&37*$&4

We love kids!

tĞŚĂǀĞŽǀĞƌϭϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ
ƉĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐǀŝƐŝƚƐ
;ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶϭϮĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌͿ

ͻŽƐŵĞƟĐĞŶƟƐƚƌǇͻWĞĚŝĂƚƌŝĐĞŶƟƐƚƌǇͻǆƚƌĂĐƟŽŶƐ
ͻ
ͻKƌĂůĂŶĐĞƌǆĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐͻWŽƌĐĞůĂŝŶsĞŶĞĞƌƐͬƌŽǁŶƐͬƌŝĚŐĞƐ
ͻZŽŽƚĂŶĂůdŚĞƌĂƉǇͻ/ŵƉůĂŶƚƐͬ/ŵƉůĂŶƚƌĞƚĂŝŶĞĚĞŶƚƵƌĞƐΘƌŽǁŶƐ
ͻEŝƚƌŽƵƐKǆŝĚĞ^ĞĚĂƟŽŶͻůĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ
DISCOUNTS:
sĞƚĞƌĂŶƐϭϬйͻ^ĞŶŝŽƌŝƟǌĞŶƐ
ϭϬйͻWƌŝǀĂƚĞWĂǇWĂƟĞŶƚƐ
tŝƚŚEŽĞŶƚĂů/ŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞϭϬй

Preferred providers for Mountain State
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental,
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most,
CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid.

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
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This Week in West Virginia History
The following events
happened on these dates
in West Virginia history. To read more, go to
e-WV: The West Virginia
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.
Jan. 26, 1850: Wyoming
County
was
formed by the Virginia
General Assembly from
a part of Logan County.
Jan. 26, 1960: Burnsville High School basketball player Danny
Heater scored 135 points
in a varsity game against
Widen, setting a national
record. Heater went on
to receive an academic
scholarship to attend the
University of Richmond.
Jan. 27, 1925: Bernard L. Coffindaffer was
born in Nicholas County.
In the 1980s and 1990s,
Coffindaffer
erected
clusters of crosses along
the highways of West
Virginia and much of the
Southeast.
Jan. 27. 1933: Folk
artist George Connard
Wolfe was born in Standard, Kanawha County.
A self-trained sculptor, he made his own
tools from automobile
leaf springs and engine
valves and worked in
stone and wood.
Jan. 27-28, 1998: Flat
Top on the Mercer-Raleigh county line received a record snowfall
of 35 inches in a 24-hour
period.
Jan. 28, 1902: Miners Hospital No. One
opened at Welch, with
a young Dr. Henry Hatfield as president. The
legislature had passed a
law requiring the building of state hospitals for
those engaged in dangerous occupations, and
eventually three hospitals were built in different sections of the state.
Jan. 28, 1937: In a
flood that drove a million Ohio Valley residents from their homes,
the Ohio River crested at
Huntington at 69.45 feet,
more than 19 feet above
flood stage. By the time
the water receded, five
people were dead, and
the city was in ruins.
Jan. 29, 1903: The
great rhododendron was
designated the official
state flower of West Virginia, after being recommended by the governor
and voted on by students

in the public schools.
Jan. 30, 1818: Nicholas County was created
by the Virginia legislature from parts of Greenbrier, Kanawha, and
Randolph counties. The
county was named for
Wilson Cary Nicholas,
a Virginia governor and
U.S. senator who lived
from 1761 to 1820.
Jan. 30, 1895: Mingo County was created
from the southern part of
Logan County. Mingo is
the youngest county in
West Virginia.
Jan. 31, 1878: Educator William Woodson
Trent was born in rural
Nicholas County. He
served as state superintendent of schools from
1933 until 1957.
Jan. 31, 1922: Movie and television actress
Joanne Dru was born
Joan Letitia Lacock in
Logan. Her movie career
included more than 40
films.
Jan. 31, 1945: Sergeant Jonah Edward
Kelley of Mineral County was killed in action
while leading his squad
against German positions during World War
II. He was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his
“superb courage.”
Feb. 1, 1832: Education reformer Alexander
Luark Wade was born.
Wade reorganized rural Monongalia County schools to require
progress through eight
prescribed levels with a
graduating exercise and
receipt of a diploma.
Wade’s system worked
so well, it was copied
in other counties and
states.
Feb. 1, 1901: Frank
Buckles, the last known
American veteran of
World War I, was born in
Missouri. Buckles purchased a farm in Charles
Town in 1954 and continued to live there until
his death in 2011.
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a
project of the West Virginia Humanities Council. For more information, contact the West
Virginia
Humanities
Council, 1310 Kanawha
Blvd. E., Charleston,
WV 25301; (304) 3468500; or visit e-WV at
www.wvencyclopedia.
org.

Anita Helen Exline Proctor

Elva Gay “Craddock” Hudson

Anita Helen Exline
Proctor, 89, born on July 2,
1932, passed on from this
earthly life and deceased
on January 13, 2022. Helen was a life-long resident
of Leatherwood Creek,
Bickmore, Clay County,
West Virginia.
Helen was a retired
teacher from Clay County
school system. She graduated from Clay County High
School, Class of 1951. Helen received her Bachelor of
Arts degree from Glenville State College and her Master of Arts from Marshall University.
Helen took great pride in enabling her students with
the life-long skills of reading, writing, and arithmetic.
She felt this was the best contribution she could make
towards giving them a chance to succeed professionally
and personally.
Helen’s favorite personal hobby was graphic arts.
Many of her students remember her decorating the
schoolhouse windows with holiday-themed paintings
for that season. She would use oil-based paints for more
permanent arts and render landscapes, buildings, and
animals. Helen was often found at the adult education
art classes held at the Clay High School in the evenings.
Helen was the daughter of James Arnold Exline and
Anna Emmeline Morris Exline of Leatherwood Creek,
Bickmore, Clay County, West Virginia.
Helen’s siblings are Glen Dexter Exline (deceased);
Randall Exline (deceased); Lyle Merle Exline of Hendersonville, Tennessee; James Arnold (Jimmie), Exline
Jr. of Canton, Georgia; Dale Patrick Exline of Elkview,
West Virginia; and Alan Wayne Exline of Maysel, West
Virginia.
Helen is survived by her children, David Glenn Proctor residing in Arlington, Virginia; Helen Anne Proctor
Cummings living in Leatherwood Creek, Bickmore,
West Virginia; and Dianne Lenore Proctor residing in
Fishersville, Virginia.
Helen’s grandchildren are Thomas Scott Albright,
Christina Katie Albright Jones (deceased), Brandon
James White, and Izaha Proctor. Helen’s great-grandchildren are Madison Hope Jones, Allison Faith Jones,
and Mia Grace Albright.
Helen has an extensive extended family of nephews,
nieces, cousins, and in-law relatives. Noted are Anne
Han Zhi Nong, Harold Webster Cummings, Mary Maxine Smith Exline (deceased), Barbara Ann Calhoon Elliott, James Edward (Eddy) Exline (deceased), Denise
Renea Exline Gregory, Betty Holcomb Exline, Tony
Exline, Teresa Exline Stroller, Donna Smead Exline,
Gary Exline, Karen Exline, Joshua Exline, Erinn Exline Casazza, Patty Cantrell, and Casey Elizabeth Jones
Albright.
Additionally, noted are Helen’s cousins from Leatherwood including the family of her Uncle Pat Morris
(deceased), that provides for Shonnie, Judy, Dale Lee,
Jimmie Doodle (deceased), Tykie (deceased), Mike,
Jeﬀ, Jill, Joyce, Kriss, and Brent. Plus, cousins from
Aunt Elsie Morris Summers of Wallback, such as Joe,
Nina, Patty, Carol, and Margaret.
Visitation Service for friends and family was held on
Thursday, January 20, from 12 to 1 PM, with the funeral beginning at 1 PM, at the Wilson Smith Funeral
Home, 154 Main Street, Clay. John Osborne oﬃciated.
Helen will be laid to rest in a private ceremony at the
Morris Cemetery in Leatherwood, Bickmore, West Virginia.
Post interment, family and friends gathered at the
J.G. Bradley Campground and Lodge, 874 Buﬀalo
Creek Rd, Clay, for dinner
and conversation at 6 PM.

Elva Gay “Craddock” Hudson, 75, of Wallback, West
Virginia, entered into rest on January 10, 2022. She was
a beloved mother and grandmother. She loved her garden, feeding hummingbirds, and being outside.
She was the daughter of Ferd Denzel Craddock and
Pairley Ellen (Roger) Craddock. She was born February 12, 1946, in Marion, West Virginia.
She worked at IAC in Holmesville, OH, for over 25
years as a sewing technician before she retired in 2016
and moved to her home in her beloved West Virginia.
She leaves to cherish her memory her son, Larry
Lane Hudson II of Collins, OH, Clinton Wayne Hudson
of Wooster, Ohio. She leaves four grandchildren: Joshua Lane Hudson of Brunswick, Ohio, Matthew Edward
Hudson of Milan, Ohio, Tori Hudson of Apple Creek,
Ohio, and Rayeanne Elizabeth Clark of Shreve, Ohio.
She has eight great-grandchildren.
She is preceded in death by her brothers Bill Craddock, Ferd Craddock of West Virginia, Evelyn Craddock of Newton West Virginia, and her parents, Fred
and Pairley Craddock.
Surviving is sister Mary Jane Forrer of Spencer WV,
Barbara Starcher of Georgia, Joe Craddock of Bidwell,
Ohio, Leo Butch Gray of Wallback.
Mom, your memory is our keepsake with which we
will never part. God has you in his keeping you will be
forever in our hearts.
Funeral Service for Elva was held on Friday January
21, 2022, at 2 p.m., with a viewing for the family and
friends from 1 to 2 p.m. at Wilson Smith Funeral Home
in Clay with Minister Dean Rogers oﬃciating. Burial
followed in the Hively Cemetery at Valley Fork, WV.
Online condolence can be left for the family at www.
carlwilsonfuneralhome.com.
Wilson Smith Funeral Home is honored to serve the
Hudson Family.

Find the right senior living
option for your mom or dad
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270
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www.cmiwv.com
TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL
Call for prices!
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HR 205/55R16
MASTERCRAFT LSR GRAND TOURING HR 225/60R17
MASTERCRAFT LSR GRAND TOURING TR 235/65R17
MASTERCRAFT SRT TOURING TR 225/60R16
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 235/75R15
MASTERCRAFT HSX HR 225/65R17
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 235/70R16
ROAD ONE CALVARY AT 275/60R20

STORE HOURS
M-F 6:00AM-6PM
SAT 7:00AM-6PM
SUN-CLOSED
TIRE SHOP
MON-SAT 8AM-5PM
SUN-CLOSED
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM
SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM
SUN-CLOSED

ATV TIRES
WE HAVE STATE
MINIMUM PRICES!
304-286-4671

CALISLE VERSA TRAIL
25X8X12
25X10X12
CALISLE AT 489
25X8X12
25X10X12
POWER KING MUDCAT
25X8X12
25X10X12
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICES!
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

DO YOU NEED SNOW
TIRES?

CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS
CARS & VANS
2018
2015
2012
2008

Kia Optima- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Plum
Chevy Malibu-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White
Ford Fusion- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver
Toyota Sienna-V6, Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White

$12,999.00
$12,999.00
$3,999.00
$5,999.00

2002 Chevy Silverado

TRUCKS & SUV’S
2012
2010
2009
2008
2006
2005
2005
2002
2000
1999

Jeep Liberty-4WD, Auto, V6, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Cherry Red
Chevy Colorado-2WD, Auto, A/C and Tilt, White
GMC Sierra 2500HD-V8, Auto. Ext Cab, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Birch
Chevy Silverado 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Birch
Ford F-150 1500-V8 Auto, Super Cab, 2WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Burgundy
Ford F-150-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White
Dodge Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red
Chevy Silverado- V8, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black
Dodge Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C & Tilt, Black
Mazda B-Series-V6, Auto, Cab Plus, 4WD, Black

$8,999.00
$6,999.00
$15,999.00
$13,999.00
$7,999.00
$5,999.00
$6,999.00
$5,999.00
$6,999.00
$6,999.00

2008 Chevy Silverado

304-286-4671
304-286-3802
2009 GMC Sierra

CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF
BOSCH/CHAMPION BATTERIES!
BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER PRICE!

26R540CH ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$69.99
51500CH -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$67.99
24600CH ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$74.99
24F600CH ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$74.99
65750CH -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$86.99
35500CH -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$73.99
78700CH -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$81.99
51R500CH ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$69.99
H6615CH ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$90.99
75650CH ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$76.99
40R590CH --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$99.99
34540CH ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$82.99
86525CH ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$72.99
124700CH --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$87.99
H5650CH --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$104.99
36R650CH --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$82.99
59590CH ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$75.99
94R790CH --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$97.99
26RH600CH ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$79.99
78DT770B---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$86.99
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U125OCH -----------------------------------------------------------------$52.99
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1R25OCH----------------------------------------------------------------$49.99
20 LBS FACH- FOUR WHEELER/LAWN MOWER BATTERY ---------------------------------------$62.99
14 A-A2CH -FOUR WHEELER/LAWN MOWER BATTERY- ----------------------------------------$45.99
12A-ACH FOUR WHEELER/LAWN MOWER BATTERY---------------------------------------------$41.99
LT 14-4FACH- FOUR WHEELER/LAWN MOWER BATTERY ---------------------------------------$49.99

¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Great Selection of Lawn Mower Belts- Prices starting at $2.99
All Sizes Weed Eater String-Prices Starting At $1.99
Pro-line Motor Oil All Weights-$2.83
Now In Stock- Large Selection of Chain Saw Chains & Bars at Best
Prices!!!!!!
Mountain Shine Auto Detail & Cleaner -$4.99
Glacier Guard Universal Antifreeze Gallon-$9.99
Stihl Mixing Oil- One Gallon Mix-Reg. $1.99 Synthetic Mix $2.99
Pull Cord String- .30 Per Ft
Lubrimatic- EZ-2Cycle Oil-$2.19
Primer Bulbs For All Makes And Models
WE HAVE TUNE-UP PARTS AVAILABLE!

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE!
EXIDE WARRANTIES WILL BE
HONORED BY CUNNINGHAM
MOTORS INC!

CUNNINGHAM MOTORS, INC.
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Clay County Schools Teachers and Students Recognized for Excellent Attendance Rates

Clay County Schools Superintendent Joe Paxton, Clay Elementary Principal Michelle Paxton, teacher Chelsie
Moore, Clay County Board of Education President Dave Mullins, and Mrs. Moore’s second grade students celebrate having achieved an outstanding attendance rate of 96.89%.

According to the National
Center for Education Statistics, students who attend school
regularly have been shown to
achieve at higher levels than students who do not have regular
attendance. By providing classroom and individual attendance
incentives, the teachers of Clay
County Schools encourage students to be in school every day.
Each month the Clay County
Board of Education recognizes
teachers and students across the
district who achieve the highest
attendance rates.
Mrs. Grithel Burns and Mr.
Dustin Vaughan, fourth grade
teachers at Big Otter Elementary, captured the highest attendance in the county for the second straight month with a rate of
98.80%. Also being recognized
for the fourth school month for
excellence in student attendance
are teacher Julie Gross from
Big Otter Elementary (97.06%;
second grade teacher Chelsie
Moore from Clay Elementary
(96.89%); and preschool teacher
Teresa Huﬀman from Lizemore
Elementary (96.32%).
Julie Gross has been employed by Clay County Schools
for three years as a teacher at
Big Otter Elementary, where
50% of her students have perfect
attendance for the fourth school
month. Mrs. Gross credits developing good relationships

with her students, understanding their needs, and planning engaging, hands-on activities with
contributing to her students’ impressive attendance rates.
Chelsie Moore, a Clay County Schools teacher for six years,
teaches second graders at Clay
Elementary. She utilizes class
Dojo points and special incentives, such as lunch with her, to
encourage perfect attendance
among her students. It is no surprise that 59% of her students
have maintained perfect attendance during the fourth school
month.
Teresa Huﬀman has dedicated
37 years of her life to teaching
children. She has spent 26 of
those years teaching preschool,
helping prepare students for
kindergarten and beyond. Ms.
Huﬀman’s experience in working with children shows with
an excellent attendance rate of
96.32%. Her students receive
prizes for perfect weekly attendance and a special ice cream
treat if they have perfect attendance for an entire month. For
the fourth school month, 63% of
her students had perfect attendance.
Congratulations to Mrs.
Burns, Mr. Vaughan, Mrs.
Gross, Mrs. Moore, Ms. Huﬀman, and their students for having outstanding attendance for
the fourth school month!

PAX Leaders Named
Classroom aide Randi Holcomb, teacher Teresa Huﬀman, Clay County Board of Education
member Susan Bodkins, Lizemore Elementary principal Britni Ramsey, and members of Ms.
Huﬀman’s preschool class celebrate having an exceptional attendance rate of 96.32%.

Big Otter Elementary Principal Anthony Boggs, teacher Mrs. Julie Gross, Clay County Board
of Education President Dave Mullins, Clay County Schools Superintendent Joe Paxton, and
two of Mrs. Gross’s students celebrate an excellent class attendance rate of 97.06%.

Students at Big Otter Elementary
are following the PAX Good Behavior
Game and becoming role models for
other students! Students show a positive
attitude towards their classmates and
teachers, display great character, and
lend a helping hand when needed. Congratulations to the following students
for being selected as the December
2021 PAX Leaders at Big Otter Elementary School!
Mrs. Helmick – 5th Grade – Hunter
Stutler
Mrs. Hundley – 5th Grade – Aldon
Hamrick
Mrs. Burns – 4th Grade – Noah Dancy

DON’T JUST KINDA TV

Mr. Vaughan – 4th Grade – Nevaeh
Fulks
Mrs. Pierson – 3rd Grade – Kinley
Collins
Mrs. James – 3rd Grade - Mason
James
Ms. Jarvis – 2nd Grade – Jenna Paxton (Not Pictured)
Ms. Douglas - 1st Grade - Easton
Mollohan (Not Pictured)
Mr. Vaughan – 1st Grade – Leighla
Rose
Mrs. Collins – Kindergarten – Lanie
Goe (Not Pictured)
Mrs. Huﬀman– Kindergarten – Kaylee
Gill (Not Pictured)
Mrs. Marks – PreK – Kyler Lane

DIRECTV

With NFL SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels
(CBS, FOX, NBC). Select int’l games excluded.

• The undisputed leader in sports. DIRECTV brings
you every live NFL game, every Sunday, with NFL
SUNDAY TICKET and DIRECTV local channels (CBS,
FOX, NBC).
Select int’l games excluded. NFL SUNDAY TICKET subscription required.

• Watch your favorite live sports, news and enter*
tainment anywhere

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer Today!
IV Support Holdings

844.373.2749
*Available only in the U.S. (excl Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device. Live streaming channels based on your TV pkg & location. Not all channels available to stream
out of home. To watch recorded shows on the go, must download to mobile device using Genie HD DVR model HR44 or higher connected to home Wi-Fi network. Rewind and
fast-forward may not work. Limits: Mature, music, pay-per-view and some On Demand content is not available for downloading. 5 shows on 5 devices at once. All functions and
programming subject to change at any time. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo.
Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered trademarks
of the NFL and its affiliates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are
trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
At a regular meeting of the Board of Education of the County of Clay, State of West Virginia, held on
the 25th day of October, 2021 , as provided by law, the following order was made and entered of record
TO-WIT:
The Board of Education of the County of Clay being fully aware that the maximum levies for current
expenses authorized by Article 8, Chapter 11, of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, will not
SURYLGHVXI¿FLHQWIXQGVIRUWKHSD\PHQWRIJHQHUDOFXUUHQWH[SHQVHVRIVFKRROVLQ&OD\&RXQW\LQFOXGLQJ
H[SHQGLWXUHVIRUWKHSXUSRVHVKHUHLQDIWHUVWDWHGGXULQJWKH¿VFDO\HDUVEHJLQQLQJ-XO\-XO\
-XO\-XO\DQG-XO\DQGKDYLQJDVFHUWDLQHGWKDWWKHDPRXQWVKHUHLQDIWHUVKRZQ
in excess of the amounts raised by regular levies will be needed by the Board of Education of the County
RI&OD\GXULQJHDFKRIVDLG¿YH  ¿VFDO\HDUVDQGWKDWWKHTXHVWLRQRILQFUHDVHRIVXFKOHYLHVVKRXOGEH
VXEPLWWHGWRWKHYRWHUVRI&OD\&RXQW\DWDVSHFLDOHOHFWLRQWREHKHOG6DWXUGD\-DQXDU\LQFRQformity with law, it is hereby ordered and declared:
 7KHSXUSRVHIRUZKLFKDGGLWLRQDOIXQGVDUHQHHGHGLVWKHSD\PHQWRIWKHJHQHUDOFXUUHQWH[SHQVHVRI
the Board of Education of the County of Clay, including the repair, maintenance, and operation of school
EXLOGLQJVDQGHTXLSPHQWWKHSXUFKDVHRIWH[WERRNVOLEUDU\ERRNVDQGLQVWUXFWLRQDOVXSSOLHVDQGHTXLSPHQWWRKHOSSD\IRUXWLOLWLHVIRUDOOVFKRROVZKLFKLQFOXGHJDVZDWHUHOHFWULFLW\JDUEDJHFROOHFWLRQDQG
H[WHUPLQDWLQJIRUDOOVFKRROVWRSURYLGHIRUWKHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQLQFOXGLQJDFWLYLW\EXVHVRISXSLOVWRVXSSRUWH[WUDFXUULFXODUDFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGLQJDWKOHWLFVPXVLFGUDPD+¿HOGWULSVVWXGHQWFOXEVDQGIRUWKH
FRQWLQXHGRSHUDWLRQRI+(:KLWHDQG/L]HPRUH(OHPHQWDU\6FKRROV
 7KHDSSUR[LPDWHDQQXDODPRXQWFRQVLGHUHGQHFHVVDU\IRUHDFKSXUSRVHLVDVIROORZV
 D%XLOGLQJ0DLQWHQDQFH²


 
including the repair and maintenance of roofs on each school, remodeling and
  FRQVWUXFWLRQ¿[DQGPDLQWDLQKHDWLQJDQGFRROLQJV\VWHPVDQGUHSDLURIHTXLSPHQW
 E7H[WERRNV6FKRRO6XSSOLHV (TXLSPHQW²

 
  LQFOXGLQJOLEUDU\ERRNVZRUNERRNVSHQFLOVSDSHUDQGRWKHUPDWHULDOVDQG
  HTXLSPHQWQHHGHGZLWKLQWKHFODVVURRPDQGDGGLWLRQDODLUFRQGLWLRQLQJDVQHHGHG
in all schools PreK-12
 F8WLOLWLHV²



 
including gas, water, electricity, garbage collection, and exterminating for all schools
 G7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ²


 
  LQFOXGLQJDFWLYLW\EXVHV¿HOGWULSVWUDQVSRUWLQJVWXGHQWVWRMREVLWHVEDOOJDPHV
and other PreK-12 school-sponsored activities
 H([WUD&XUULFXODU$FWLYLWLHV²


 
  LQFOXGLQJDWKOHWLFVPXVLF+GUDPDVWXGHQWFOXEVWKHDUWVDQG3UH.DIWHU
school programs
 I ,QVWUXFWLRQDO(TXLSPHQW²


 
  LQFOXGLQJWKHUHSDLUDQGPDLQWHQDQFHRIFRPSXWHUVSURMHFWRUVFODVVURRP
  PRQLWRUVDQGRWKHUHTXLSPHQWORFDWHGZLWKLQFODVVURRPVDWDOOVFKRROVDQQXDOO\
TOTAL
$ 450,108.00
  7KHWRWDODPRXQWQHFHVVDU\WRFDUU\RXWWKHDERYHSXUSRVHVLVDQQXDOO\
  7KHVHSDUDWHDQGDJJUHJDWHDVVHVVHGYDOXDWLRQRIHDFKFODVVRIWD[DEOHSURSHUW\ZLWKLQWKH&OD\
County School District for the assessment year of 2021 is as follows:
  &ODVV,3URSHUW\ 

  &ODVV,,3URSHUW\

  &ODVV,,,3URSHUW\

  &ODVV,93URSHUW\

  
7RWDO


  7KHSURSRVHGDGGLWLRQDOYRWHRIOHY\LQFHQWVRQHDFKFODVVRISURSHUW\ZLWKLQ&OD\&RXQW\6FKRRO
'LVWULFWIRUWKH¿VFDO\HDUVEHJLQQLQJ-XO\O-XO\-XO\-XO\DQG-XO\
is as follows:
  &ODVV,3URSHUW\ 
=HURGROODUVDQGFHQWV
  &ODVV,,3URSHUW\
=HURGROODUVDQGFHQWV
  &ODVV,,,3URSHUW\
=HURGROODUVDQGFHQWV
  &ODVV,93URSHUW\
=HURGROODUVDQGFHQWV
Provided, however, that the Board of Education of the County of Clay may, as a levying body, reduce the
rate of excess levy if any appraisal or general evaluation of property in Clay County, West Virginia, would
SURGXFHDQDVVHVVPHQWWKDWZRXOGFDXVHDQLQFUHDVHRIRUPRUHLQWKHSURMHFWHGSURSHUW\WD[UHYHQXHV
WKDWZRXOGEHUHDOL]HGZHUHWKHVSHFLDOOHY\UDWHVKHUHLQDERYHVHWRXWWKHQLQHIIHFW
  7KH\HDUVWRZKLFKWKHDGGLWLRQDOOHY\VKDOODSSO\LIDXWKRUL]HGE\WKHYRWHUVDUHWKH¿VFDO\HDUV
EHJLQQLQJ-XO\-XO\-XO\-XO\DQG-XO\
  7KH TXHVWLRQ RI VXFK DGGLWLRQDO OHYLHV VKDOO EH VXEPLWWHG WR D YRWH LQ WKH &OD\ &RXQW\ 6FKRRO
District, which embraces Clay County, West Virginia, at the special election to be held in said county on
6DWXUGD\-DQXDU\
  7KH&OD\&RXQW\%RDUGRI(GXFDWLRQZLOOQRWLVVXHERQGVWREHSDLGIRUE\WKHSURSRVHGOHY\
  1RWLFHRIVDLGHOHFWLRQWRDXWKRUL]HWKHDGGLWLRQDOOHYLHVVKDOOEHJLYHQE\SXEOLFDWLRQRIQRWLFHV
WKHUHRIDWOHDVWRQFHDZHHNIRUWZRVXFFHVVLYHZHHNVZLWKLQIRXUWHHQ  FRQVHFXWLYHGD\VQH[WSUHFHGLQJ
the election in the Clay County Free Press, a newspaper of general circulation in the Clay County School
GLVWULFWIRUWKHVDPHSHULRG
  7KHRI¿FLDOEDOORWWREHXVHGLQWKHHOHFWLRQKHUHLQVKDOOEHLQWKHIRUPDVIROORZV

VISIT US ONLINE
CLAYCOUNTYFREEPRESS.COM

Notice is hereby given that WV Reclaim Co, LLC, 2122 Leatherwood Rd, Bickmore WV 25019 has
submitted an application with the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47
School Street, Suite 301, Philippi WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 1 Release on Permit No. S-2004-94 for
Increment No. 1 issued for 447 acres and Increment 3 issued for 82.79 acres.
The permit is located in Henry District of Clay County, 4.6 miles East of Bickmore on Franks Branch
of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River.
:95HFODLP&R//&FRPSOHWHGEDFN¿OOLQJDQGUHJUDGLQJRQDQGLVUHTXHVWLQJUHOHDVHRI
60 percent of the reclamation performance bonds currently in the amount of $2,226,000.00.
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IN THE CIRCUIT OF BRAXTON WEST VIRGINIA
In Re the Adoption of C.N.S.
Service Type: Plaintiff - Order of Publication
NOTICE TO: Eugene Fisher, 246 Main St, Clay, WV 25043
THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS ATTACHED TO THIS SUMMONS
IS IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS. YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY ARE
REQUIRED TO FILE THE ORIGINAL OF YOUR WRITTEN ANSWER, EITHER ADMITTING OR DENYING EACH ALLEGATION IN THE COMPLAINT WITH THE CLERK OF THIS COURT.
A COPY OF YOUR ANSWER MUST BE MAILED OR HAND DELIVERED BY YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY TO THE OPPOSING
PARTY’S ATTORNEY:
James Milam, 701 Church Street, Summersville, WV 26651
THE ANSWER MUST BE MAILED WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER
THIS SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT WERE DELIVERED TO
YOU OR A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED
AGAINST YOU FOR THE MONEY OR OTHER THINGS DEMANDED IN THE COMPLAINT.
SERVICE:
1/18/2022 2:08:57 PM
/s/ Susan Lemon
Date
Clerk

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY
WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE:
Civil Action No. 22-D-5
The Marriage of:
James Randy Schoonver
and
Rita Taylor
Petitioner
Respondent
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE.
THIS IS A PUBLICATION BY CLASS II LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT.
To the Above-Names Respondent:
,WDSSHDULQJE\DI¿GDYLW¿OHGLQWKLVDFWLRQWKDW5LWD7D\ORULVDQRQ
resident of the State of West Virginia or has an unknown address. It is
hereby ordered that Rita Taylor serve upon James Randy Schoonover,
Petitioner, whose address is 8058 Clay Hwy, Bickmore, WV 25019, an
Answer, including any related counterclaim or defense you may have
WRWKH3HWLWLRQIRU'LYRUFH¿OHGLQWKLVDFWLRQRQRUEHIRUH0DUFK
2022. If you fail to Answer the Petition for Divorce, a judgment may
be taken against you for the relief demanded in the Petition.
A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned
&OHUN¶V2I¿FH
Entered by the Clerk of said Court January 18, 2022.

SNOW/ICE
REMOVAL
Looking for Snow/Ice
Removal for the Clay
County Department
of Health and Human
5HVRXUFHV2I¿FHLQ&OD\
WV. If interested please
contact Patty Martin
at 304-872-0810.

Call us at

(304)-647-5724
to place your ADs

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia
CAREER

1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro- 1-866-305-7264
BILLING! Become a Medical Ofward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERfice Professional online at CTI! Get
INTERNET/TV
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Trained, Certified & ready to work in
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
months! Call 877-635-0244. The Mis4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Availsion, Program Information and Tuition able! Get GotW3 with lightning fast FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con- speeds plus take your service with you FREE Standard Installation for lease
sumer-information. (M-F 8am-6pm ET) when you travel! As low as $109.99/ customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877567-2866
mo! 833-586-1598
HEALTH/MEDICAL
MISCELLANEOUS
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month
w/12-mo
agmt.
Includes
1
TB
of
data
memory care, or independent living? A
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48
Place for Mom simplifies the process of per month. Get More For Your High- months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call
finding senior living at no cost to your Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to National Debt Relief 877-755-1089
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restricfamily. Call 1-888-918-8270 today!
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358- LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 7158.
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s
DISEASE are leading causes of death,
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
according to the American Heart AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De- take the stress out of moving! Speak
Association. Screenings can provide mand On All Your Favorite Screens. to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902peace of mind or early detection! Contact CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax- 2365
Life Line Screening to schedule your es for 12months. Premium Channels
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
anywhere.
Some
restrictions
apply.
W/
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd makes it easy. FREE design consulDON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/ tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855- 1-833-385-1415 today to see how you
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 656-0296
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit
is concerned about a fall or wants to
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps
regain access to their entire home. Call DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE,
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113
Watch your favorite live sports, news Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 PennPORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA- & entertainment anywhere. One sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! year of HBO Max FREE. Directv (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.
Reclaim independence and mobility is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD
THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar
with the compact design and long-last- Power & Assoc.) Call for more
plus battery storage system. SAVE
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor- details! (some restrictions apply) Call
money, reduce your reliance on the
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’
1-844-373-2749DIRECTV
NOW. grid, prepare for power outages and
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65 power your home. Full installation serLife Insurance! No medical exam or Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live vices available. $0 Down Financing
health questions. Cash to help pay Events, Sports & On Demand Titles. Option. Request a FREE, no obligation,
funeral and other final expenses.Call No Annual Contract. No Commitment. quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895
Physicians Life Insurance Company- CALL 1-855-767-6026
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus. DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Pubinfo/wv
$40/month. 65
Channels. Stream lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & Book manuscript submissions currently
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. being reviewed. Comprehensive Serfor 350 plus procedures. Real dental in- No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026 vices: Consultation, Production, Promosurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412
www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY
1-855-736-4350
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTERcase managers simplify the process & NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the
work hard to help with your case. Call first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

tion and Distribution Call for Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/WV
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-844-295-2840

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:
Call classifieds at this Newspaper
Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

DENTAL Insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-405-3412
Dental50Plus.com/press

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Beneﬁts
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certiﬁcate of this type. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. This speciﬁc offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certiﬁcate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

ANDERSON HEIGHTS
APARTMENTS

352&,2860$<6(/52$'0$<6(/:9

TTY/TDD 771
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
DESIGNED FOR THOSE AGE 62 OR OLDER
Handicap / Disabled Regardless Of Age
ůĞĐƚƌŝĐͻŝƌͻZĞĨƌŝŐĞƌĂƚŽƌͻZĂŶŐĞ
tĂƚĞƌ͕^ĞǁĞƌΘdƌĂƐŚ/ŶĐůƵĚĞĚ
,ĂŶĚŝĐĂƉhŶŝƚƐǀĂŝůĂďůĞ
KŶͲ^ŝƚĞDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚͬDĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ
>ĂƵŶĚƌǇ&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ
Income Limits Do Apply Rent Based On Income
DŽŶĚĂǇʹdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇϴDʹϰ͗ϰϬWD
'ĂƚĞǁĂǇDĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕>>
ZĞŶƚĂůKĸĐĞϯϬϰͲϱϴϳͲϮϬϭϭ
ƋƵĂůKƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇWƌŽǀŝĚĞƌĂŶĚŵƉůŽǇĞƌ

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043

304-587-2011
WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT
ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
2626 PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET.

AMENITIES INCLUDE:
ALL ELECTRIC
REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED
LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY
RENT BASED ON INCOME
PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY:
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM

FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
CONTACT THE RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011
RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011
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Panthers clip the wings of the Red Devils

Curtis Litton with the slam. Photos by Joey Varrella

By Allen Hamrick
The Panthers played a
whale of a game against Calhoun County this past week.
Panther basketball was nonstop action from the opening bell to the ﬁnal whistle.
Between Covid-19 and the
weather, it seems that games

Isaiah Payton gets the job done in the paint.

are on a possible list for now.
However, in this game Clay
came out swinging and didn’t
look back; the Red Devils
just couldn’t muster any good
game at all.
The Panthers took over the
court on defense and oﬀense
and had all the momentum

to roll their way. They got
plenty of looks at the hoop
and capitalized on most of
the shots. The ﬁnal score was
Clay 57, Calhoun 38.
Curtis Litton couldn’t miss
from the ﬁeld scoring 34 of
the Panther points while adding a couple of dunks for good

Landon Williams gets the block.

measure. Isaiah Payton was
next in line hitting for eight
points in the game. The Panthers are even on the season so
far laying in at ﬁve wins and
ﬁve losses. They will be on
the road and headed to Buﬀalo on Tuesday and back home
on Thursday against Braxton.

Their homecoming game has
been rescheduled for February
5th against Lewis County. All
this depends on the weather
and Covid-19 issues, so check
before you set sail to the gym.
Try to get out and enjoy a
game; you will be glad you
did.

Panthers place 2nd despite being down five wrestlers
By Allen Hamrick
The Panther wrestling team
was on the road this past week
to Lewis County for a quad
match pitting the Panthers
against Lewis, Lincoln, and
Ritchie counties. The Panthers
have been wreaking havoc on
the ﬂoor and are in the top tier
of teams most of the time. The
Panther wrestling team has also
been hit by Covid-19, along
with other teams in the event.
The Panthers brought about
half the team to compete as did
both Ritchie and Lincoln. They
did very well by defeating both.
In the ﬁnal matchup against
Lewis County, the Panthers had
to give up too many points to defaults and Lewis County came
out on top. This put the Panthers back where they are used
to being, and that’s at the top of
the food chain. Things seem to
be changing, and more wrestlers

Noah Casto shows why he is number one in the state. Photo by Allen Hamrick

are getting back in the lineup.
If Covid-19 would leave them
alone, there is no doubt that the
Panther team would have a good
shot at team titles. They have a
good team and are busting some
chops on the mats.
Congratulations to the Panthers on their second place ﬁn-

ish. They will be back in action
this weekend, hopefully with a
full team once again, and are
competing at the WSAZ tournament in Huntington on Friday
and Saturday. If you want to see
some good wrestling, point your
nose to Huntington this weekend.

Caden Delwarte gets in a little weight lifting. Photo by Allen Hamrick

This Week In The House Of Delegates
For the week ending Jan. 21, 2022
The second week of the regular legislative session has concluded, with members of the House of Delegates continuing to introduce and discuss bills each
day.
A mid-week presentation from West
Virginia University economist John
Deskins helped lawmakers keep the
state’s big-picture ﬁnancials front of
mind while they look toward their work
of ﬁnalizing the state’s budget for the
next ﬁscal year.
“We always look forward to presentations from Dr. Deskins and utilizing
his research and data in what we do here
to help make West Virginia the easy

What
or what the situation was that my wife
was speaking in. I couldn’t keep up with
every word, but I heard it, and at the end
of her little speech, these traumatizing
words, “You are right.”
I’ve never heard such language from
her all the time we’ve been married. I
can’t remember what she was talking
about at the time. I’m a little hesitant
about asking her what I was right on
that I have been tempted lately to ask
her that question.
It would mean the world to me if I
knew exactly what she thought I was
right about. I’m sure that would change
my whole life in one way or another.
Because if she thinks I’m right about
something, it must be true.
Lately, I’ve been trying to listen more
intently to see if I can ﬁnd out what I
was right about according to her under-

choice,” said House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay. “It was helpful to hear his
message of caution to be wise with how
we invest the deluge of federal dollars
we have coming our way and be sure
we’re choosing things with long-term
impact and payoﬀ.
“We have momentum on our side from
the state’s biggest jobs announcements
in history last week, and as we move
through this legislative session, we must
continue to look at the best ways we can
allocate all our available resources.”
The House Finance Committee continues to hear budget presentations from
state agencies as it does at the start of
most legislative sessions. This week’s

(cont. from page 3)
standing. So far, I’ve not been too successful hearing anything along that line.
It could’ve been a once-in-a-lifetime
comment that will never happen again.
I remember a verse of Scripture that
helps me understand this. “Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm
133:1).
For me, the basis of unity is listening and hearing what the other person
is saying. But, as hard as it might be,
it’s an essential part of unity in any relationship.
Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship, Ocala, FL
34483, where he lives with the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com. Website is www.
jamessnyderministries.com.

update from the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission was
of note to Committee Chairman Eric
Householder, R-Berkeley, who said it
seemed especially thoughtful.
HEPC Chancellor Sarah Armstrong
Tucker told committee members the
state’s higher education system soon
would be operating with a new funding formula that will be more incentive-based. Under the new, performance-based method, an institution’s
funding will only be aﬀected by its own
outcomes and a three-year rolling average will be utilized to protect against
large annual swings. The new formula
also has provisions to tie in workforce
outcomes, which Tucker said would help
align degree production outcomes with
state priorities.
“I could tell Chancellor Tucker worked
hard to build consensus on that proposal,” Householder said. “It’s not easy to
make wholesale changes and overhaul a
system that has always treated each institution as equal, but rarely does one size
ﬁt all in West Virginia, and we think it
makes good sense both ﬁnancially and in
terms of workforce readiness to choose
to reward positive outcomes with more
dollars.”
The House Energy and Manufacturing Committee advanced House Bill
4002 late this week. The measure would
create the certiﬁed sites and development readiness program, which lead
sponsor Clay Riley, R-Harrison, said
would help secure the state’s position
among site selection consultants to help
land the next big economic engine.
“I’ve personally been involved in
those interviews with site selection con-

sultants, and I’ve heard them say they
want to recommend West Virginia, but
we’ve had too many unknowns or it’s
not worth it to bring a client to a site
without knowing there’s a realistic plan
for infrastructure,” Riley said. “This
business used to be done by picking up
the phone, but now much of it’s done
online, just like most other businesses,
and with site selection consultants doing 90% of their research, information
gathering and ﬁltering before they ever
contact a representative from our state,
we must be able to give them what
they’re looking for and move at the
speed of business if we want to have a
shot at competing for major projects.”
Riley said 37 other states have site
certiﬁcation and/or site readiness programs, including three of West Virginia’s surrounding states. House Bill
4002 would establish the program to be
administered within the Department of
Economic Development to generate criteria and site certiﬁcation levels based
upon the developmental readiness of a
site. Landowners must apply to participate in the Certiﬁed Sites and Development Readiness Program, and if the
Department selects a property to evaluate, a report will be provided to the
applicant outlining site deﬁciencies and
strengths as well as suggesting a prioritized list of suggested improvements.
The program proposal also includes a
micro-grant program, which would help
sites make improvements.
A total of 957 bills have been introduced in the House, and three House
Bills have passed the full House as of
Jan. 21. The last day to introduce bills
in the House is Feb. 15.
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Clay County Schools
Excess Levy Election
January 29, 2022
On January 29, 2022, Clay County Schools Excess Levy will once again be up for vote. For nearly 25 years, the residents
of Clay County have voted in favor of the levy, allowing it to support:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Repair, maintenance, and operation of school buildings and equipment;
Purchase of textbooks, library books, and instructional supplies and equipment;
Payment of utilities for all schools (gas, water, electricity, garbage collection, and extermination expenses);
Student transportation, including activity buses;
Extra-curricular activities, including athletics, music, drama, 4-H, field trips, and student clubs; and
Continued operation of H.E. White and Lizemore Elementary Schools.

How Levy Funds are Spent
Building Maintenance

9%

6%

20%

Textbooks, School Supplies, &
Equipment
Utilities

15%
Transportation

27%
23%

Extracurricular Activities
Instructional Equipment Repair &
Maintenance

¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

How the Levy Supports Schools and Students
Funding makes possible updates to schools and helps secure funding for additional reconstruction at school sites,
creating quality learning environments for students.
When school environments are safe and conducive to learning, students are more likely to attend on a regular
basis. Since the passage of the excess levy, student attendance has remained consistently high.
Monies help purchase needed books, supplies, and materials essential to students’ academic success.
Custodial supplies used to maintain clean and healthy learning environments are paid with levy funds.
Transportation can be provided four evenings per week for students who participate in athletics, the arts, and
afterschool programs, ensuring students have opportunities to build leadership skills and receive the academic
support they need.

What the Levy Means for Taxpayers
¾ Forty-three counties in the State of West Virginia have excess levies. These levies are all larger than the one for
Clay County.
¾ Taxes for Clay County residents will not increase with the excess levy. The school levy will remain the same as
the previous one.
¾ Most Clay County taxpayers will pay less than $30 per year in school levy taxes.
¾ Nearly 80% of the levy is paid by businesses with a headquarters/office located outside the county and by
property owners living outside the county.
¾ Levy funds will directly support students and will not be used for employee pay raises.
¾ Communities will be able to maintain their schools. With the support provided by the levy funds, all schools will
remain open and operational, including H. E. White Elementary and Lizemore Elementary.

LEVY ELECTION
January 29, 2022
The outcome of the Levy election on January 29, 2022,
will have a dramatic effect on Clay County Schools. Our
students deserve every opportunity to succeed. Please
remember to vote on January 29, 2022.

BoardBoard
of Education
Members
of Education
Members
Dave Dave
Mullins,
David
Pierson,
Mullins,
David
Pierson,
Susan Bodkins, Morgan Triplett, Cheryl White

Susan Bodkins, Morgan Triplett, Cheryl White

Superintendent: Joe Paxton
Superintendent: Joe Paxton

Clay County Middle School – Home of the Mustangs
Where student success in learning is
the goal of all school activity
National School of Excellence

Big Otter Elementary School – Home of the Braves
Building Opportunities Expecting Success
National Title I Distinguished School
WV School of Excellence

Clay County High School – Home of the Panthers
Come Prepared, have High Expectations,
Show Respect
National School of Excellence

Lizemore Elementary School – Home of the Lions
Learning Equals Success

Clay Elementary – Home of the Panthers
Come to School, Excel, Show Respect
National School of Excellence

H.E. White Elementary – Home of the Pioneers
Honoring Education With
Exceptional Student Leaders
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TAKE A RIDE ON THE NORTHSIDE
W her e E ver y b od y R i d e s

COME GET YOUR END OF THE MONTH DEAL
TODAY ON NORTHSIDE DRIVE

ASK ABOUT 0% APR FOR 72 MONTHS
ON SELECT MODELS AT NORTHSIDE
2021 RAM
1500 BIG
HORN QUAD
CAB 4X4

2022 RAM
1500 BIG
HORN QUAD
CAB 4X4

REMOTE START
STK# 3B156

MSRP

$

2021 RAM
1500 CLASSIC
TRADESMAN
CREW CAB 4X4
HEATED SEATS
REMOTE START
STK# 3B194

MSRP

REMOTE START

45,360

STK# 3C035

49,385

53,100

STK# 3C036

MSRP

53,940

$

2022 RAM 1500
LIMITED LONGHORN
CREW CAB 4X4
LEATHER, REMOTE START,
HEATED SEATS/STEERING

STK# 3C055

STK# 3C042

MSRP

51,750

$

2022 RAM
1500 LARAMIE
CREW CAB
4X4

SPORT APP. PKG, HEATED
SEATS/STEERING

LEATHER, HEATED SEATS,
SPRAY IN LINER, REMOTE START
MSRP $72,055
REBATE $1,000

MSRP

REMOTE START

$

2022 RAM
1500 BIG
HORN QUAD
CAB 4X4

$

2022 RAM 1500
LIMITED CREW CAB
4X4

2022 RAM
1500 BIG
HORN QUAD
CAB 4X4

LEATHER, HEATED SEATS,
REMOTE START
STK# 3C051

MSRP

2022 RAM 1500
LIMTED LONGHORN
CREW CAB 4X4

62,545

$

REMOTE START, LEATHER,
HEATED SEATS/STEERING

STK# 3C039

STK# 3C038

MSRP 71,105
REBATE $1,000

MSRP $71,505
REBATE $1,000

$

$
70,505
70,105
GET THE DODGE YOU WANT AT NORTHSIDE

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

71,055

$

2021 DODGE
CHARGER SXT

2021 DODGE CHALLENGER
R/T SCAT PACK

STK# 3B207

MSRP
REBATE
EVERYBODY
RIDES PRICE

$

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

2021 DODGE DURANGO
GT PLUS AWD

STK# 3B200

33,610
$
1,500
$

32,110

$

MSRP
REBATE

STK# 3B211

44,315
$
1,500

MSRP
REBATE

$

42,815

$

EVERYBODY
RIDES PRICE

NEW JEEPS
ARRIVING

DAILY

EVERYBODY
RIDES PRICE

STK# 3B205

55,612
$
3,200
$

52,412

$

MSRP
REBATE
EVERYBODY
RIDES PRICE

2022 JEEP
COMPASS
LATITUDE
4X4

2022 JEEP
COMPASS
LATITUDE
LUX 4X4

STK# 4C013

STK# 4C018

MSRP 32,710
REBATE $1,750

MSRP $32,285
REBATE $1,250

$

30,960

$

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

2021 JEEP
CHEROKEE
ALTITUDE
4X4

2021 DODGE DURANGO
CITADEL AWD

2021 JEEP
GRAND
CHEROKEE L
LIMITED 4X4

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

STK# 4B254

STK# 4B251

MSRP $34,490
REBATE $2,750

MSRP $48,200
REBATE $750

MSRP $48,595
REBATE $750

31,740

$

2022 JEEP
NEW GRAND
CHEROKEE L
LIMITED 4X4

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

MSRP $50,555

49,005

$

EVERYBODY
RIDES PRICE

49,055

$

STK# 5B002

STK# 5B004

REBATE

29,695
$
2,000

47,845

$

REBATE $1,500

2021 FIAT
500X
SPORT
AWD

$

31,035

$

STK# 4B277

2021 FIAT
500X
TREKKING
AWD
MSRP

57,712

$

2021 JEEP GLADIATOR
OVERLAND 4X4

STK# 4C016
EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

47,450

$

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

$

2021 JEEP
GRAND
CHEROKEE L
LIMITED 4X4

STK# 4B275

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

60,912
3,200

$

27,695

$
EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

MSRP

$

REBATE

$

32,940
2,000

EVERYBODY RIDES PRICE

30,940

$

THIS IS A PRIVATE OFFER FROM THE DEALER. MUST PRESENT AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE DISCOUNTS. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR ALL REBATES. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE TAXES, TITLE, OR $250.00 DOC FEE.
DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SOME FINANCING REQUIRED THROUGH CAPITAL CHRYSLER.

Northside Dr., Summersville • 304-872-9011

morthsidejeep.com

565789-1

Where Everybody Rides

